CAnaqda Geese

Branta cAnagensis

The black head and neck with white "chinstrap” distinguish the Canada Goose
from all other goose species

This species is native to North America. It breeds in Canada and the northern
United States in a variety of habitats. Its nest is usually located in an elevated
area near water such as streams, lakes, ponds and sometimes on a beaver
lodge. Its eggs are laid in a shallow depression lined with plant material and
down.

Newly hatched Canada Geese look much like ducklings with yellow and gray
feathers and a dark bill. But within a week they grow to be rather awkward-
looking, fuzzy gray birds. By nine to ten weeks old, they've grown their flight
feathers and look like slightly smaller versions of the adult.

Like most geese, the Canada Goose is haturally
migratory with the wintering range being most
of the United States. The calls overhead from
large groups of Canada Geese flying in V-shaped
formation signal the transitions into spring and
autumn. In some areas, migration mutes

have changed due to changes in habitat and
food sources. In mild climates, such as the
Pacific Northwest and California, due to a

lack of former predators, some of the popula-
tion has become non-migratory.

Canada Geese, like most waterfowl, eat aquatic
vegetation, grass, roots and young sprouts.
They also eat grain and corn from agricultural
areas.



