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Level 3
OBJECTIVE

To mount a set of deer antlers in an attractive setting that does
justice to the spirit of the animal and provides a lasting keepsake for
the hunter.

MATERIALS REQUIRED

Deer head with antlers attached, Wall plaque, leather or felt, padding,
upholstery nails, assorted tools

DISCUSSION

Wall mounted deer heads have long been a source of admiration. The
costly full deer head mount is out of the reach of many young hunters.
Animals that score 100 plus points but fall shy of true trophy status
rarely receive full head mount treatment.

ACTIVITY
e Using a skull with
antlers attached, cut
down through the eye
sockets with a bone saw
or hacksaw.

¢ Make a connecting cut
from the back of the
head to the cut through
the sockets.

e Prior to cutting hold
the deer head up and
visually draw a line that will allow for flat mounting of the skull plate
and a nice presentation of the antlers.

Mounting Antlers

Time: 1.5 hours
Intro: 5 min
Activity: 60 min
Discussion and
Review: 25 min

Safety

Sharp Utensils

NOTES
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e Leave enough skull material so that it can be fastened with screws to the
plaque. Wash and dry the skull being careful to remove all soft tissue and brain
material.

* Place the skull plate on the lower half of the wall plaque being careful to note
the angle of the antlers and the balance point of the plaque. Fasten with flat
head screws through the skull plate onto the board. Metal strapping or plumbers
strap can be used to fix the skull o the plaque but make sure that the ends of
the strap are turned under the skull or are small enough to be covered.

e Place foam padding or cloth material over the skull plate to hide the bumps on
the skull. Cut a leather or velvet piece of material big enough to cover all the
padding. The fabric can be cut in the shape of a heart or square whichever you

choose. Make sure that the fabric is tucked under and around the burr of the
antler.

» Using a staple gun or upholstery tacks secure the fabric so that it is tight and
snug around the skull plate. Finish by attaching the arrow or spent cartridge to
the bottom of the plaque along with the hunters name and date of the kill.
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