Oy 4 FISH

Level 2

OBJECTIVE
To be able to identify various species of fish found in Manitoba.

MATERIALS REQUIRED
Copies of labeled and unlabelled diagrams of fish.

BACKGROUND

There are approximately 95 different kinds of Species of fish in
Manitoba. Each species looks different, lives in a special part of its
habitat, and may eat different foods.

Where does it live? Each species of fish is adapted to living in a
certain habitat. For example, if the habitat is a fast flowing river,
you may find fish with a torpedo shape body for moving fast; if the
habitat is a deep, cold lake you may find fish with flat bellies for
feeding on the bottom; if the habitat is a marsh, you may find fish
with bodies shaped like a vertical disk for top or bottom feeding; if
the habitat is a slow, moving creek you may find fish with an eel-like
body shape which allows it to hide in rocks.

What does it eat? The mouth shape is a good clue to what fish eat.
A fish with a sucker shaped mouth feeds on small plants; a fish with
jaw shaped like a duckbill grasps its prey; a fish

with a large mouth engulfs its prey; a M«”/
fish with a long upper jaw feeds on prey it . :
looks down on and a fish with a long lower jaw LA 4

feeds on prey it sees above.

People use cover to stay dry, but fish use cover under the water for
different things. Cover might be a place to hide like a fallen tree or
log, weed beds, rocks, tree roots or other “structures”. A dockisa
structure where fish can hide. Small fish may hide in cover; large fish
will use it for camouflage and all fish need a place for their eggs.

“" Identification

Time: 1.0 Hour
Intro: 30 min
Activity: 15 min
Discussion and
Review: 15min

Safety

No safety concerns

NOTES

Places under water where there are changes in depth, or sand to rocks
or mud are called "breaks,” and good places to look for fish too.
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Step OutdYrs

Fish come with their own camouflage. Fish with vertical or horizontal stripes can
hide in vegetation; spotted colouration enables fish to hide in rocks or gravel beds.
Predators have difficulty seeing fish with a light coloured belly from below or dark
upper side from above.

ACTIVITY

Using the labeled diagrams, have participants identify obvious differences between
the species of fish, where it might be found in the water. Using the the unlabelled
diagram, have participants name as many fish species as possible from memory.

Common Fish of Manitoba

- W '“ -

Sauger Burbot Channel Catfish

Mooneye White Bass Rainbow Trout
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Step OutdYrs

Name the following Manitoba Fish

" by

“ A

EXTENSION

Have the students discuss what fish they might find living in a nearby marsh,
stream, river or lake. Visit a local aquarium or Fort Whyte Alive or the Assiniboine
Park Zoo in Winnipeg to further observe and study fish.

REFERENCES
Manitoba Fisheries Website: www.manitobafisheries.com
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