
Selecting a Stand 
Site - Level 1 

 

 
   

 

OBJECTIVE 
To provide participants with the information to choose the proper 
location for their stand. 

 
MATERIALS REQUIRED 
Topographic, Aerial and Rural Municipality Landowner Maps  
 
DISCUSSION  
Bowhunting requires that you be in close proximity to your prey and         
the use of elevated stands and ground blinds contributes greatly to 
success.  At the same time bow hunters need to be aware of their 
entrance and exit routes to and from stand sites.  Success is related 
to the amount of hunter intrusion so reducing the effects of intrusion 
while selecting a stand site are important. 
 
ACTIVITY 
Participants will use a combination of sketch, topographical, Aerial and 
R.M. land owners maps to identify possible stand locations. 
 
Have the participants look at the maps that include natural 
obstructions, access routes, bedding and feeding areas of deer.  Let 
the participants plot on the map the likely travel routes that the 
animals might take to get from the bedding area to the food plots.  
Select suitable ambush sites on the map and plan hunter access routes 
as well as egress routes.  Take into account locations based on a 
variety of wind conditions.  Have participants indicate alternative 
routes if possible. 
 
On the following diagram, select proper stand sites based on 
topography, bedding and feeding areas, and wind direction. 
 
Try to indicate different travel routes to your stand for both evening 
and morning hunts. 
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Time: 1.0 hour 
Intro: 5 min 
Activity: 40 min 
Discussion and 
Review: 15 min 
 
Safety 
No safety concerns 
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Where would you locate a stand?  

 
 
 
EXTENSION 
Participants should be able to differentiate between aerial photos, Topo maps and 
land owner maps.  Participants should be able to identify blocking features as well 
as funnels that control animal movement.  What proximity to water and the effect 
do waterways play on animal movement.  Can waterways be used to effectively 
access hunting areas? 
 
 


