Step Outd%rs Create a Mock Scrape

OBJECTIVE
To have the participants identify a Deer Scrape, and to create a 'mock
scrape’ in order to attract a Buck to their hunting site.

MATERIALS REQUIRED
Garden trowel, rubber gloves, scent, rubber boots & pruning shears.

DISCUSSION

Both Bucks & Does are attracted to scrapes which serve as calling
cards to each other. Animals regularly scrape the debris and grass
from an area so that they can urinate in the mud signaling their
readiness to breed. Scrape lines are
usually along a trail or field edge where
deer ftend to fravel. Active scrapes will
usually have a licking branch directly over
the scrape. This is usually a low hanging
tree branch that can be reached by the
buck. The buck will rub his forehead on
the branch as well as lick the branch. He
does this to leave his scent as a marker for other bucks and does.
The scrape will appear as a large oval depression cleared of grass and
debris and may sometimes have a single hoof print in the middle.
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A Buck using a Licking Branch

ACTIVITY

Take the participants on a hike through
the woods and look for a real deer i
scrape. Have them find the licking branch | :
above the scrape. Cut the licking branch
at ground level being careful not to touch
it with your bare hands. The less contact
you have with the branch the better.
Take the branch fo one of your existing
stand sites, either a tree stand or a

ground blind, and secure it fo another S

Time: 1.5 hours
Intro: 15 min
Activity: 60 min
Discussion and
Review: 15 min

Safety

Poison Ivy
Insect Bites

NOTES

tree upwind of your stand. Cregig a scrape
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Step Outd9sre

Carefully scrape away the top layer of soil and
brush from an oval the size of a small bath tub
directly underneath the branch.

Squirt some artificial estrous scent into the
ground and carefully throw some leaves on fop of
the scrape. If you return to find the leaves
scraped away, it is an indication that the buck has
come by and deposited his scent over yours.

Leaving a scent

REFERENCES
http://www.bowhunting.net/artman/publish/SteveBartylla-001.shtml
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