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OBJECTIVE
To identify the signs left by an animal.

MATERIALS REQUIRED
Track Pack, small ruler, tweezers, magnifying glass, notebook pencil,
scotch tape, zip lock bags.

DISCUSSION
An animal sign is anything that is left behind by an animal. It could be
hair, tracks, rubs, scraps, or scat.
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Trails are animal highways and help us identify the travel
patterns of some animals. They can be easily identified closer
to food sources such as alfalfa fields or water sources. Look
for indentations and broken grass and signs of wear in the top
layer of soil. Most trails if used often will be devoid of
vegetation and are easy to spot.

Beds are more difficult to find but if trails are followed deeper
into the woods they eventually lead to bedding areas for animals
such as deer or moose. These beds can be made at any time of
day or night and look like oval shallow depressions caused when
the shape of the animals body pushes the grass aside and
flattens it.

Chews or gnawings anywhere
near a creek or waterway you
should be able to find tree
stumps remaining from beavers oA
cutting down a tree by gnawing at « s
the trunk. Other examples of
chews are found on dropped
antlers and bones where rodents
often chew to obtain extra
calcium. Plants that have been chewed are signs that animals
have been feeding. Young poplar branches that have the bark
stripped of f is an indication that rabbits are present.

Beaver Lodge

Animal Detective

Time: 1 hour
Intro: 5 min
Activity: 40 min
Discussion and
Review: 15 min

Safety

Poison Ivy
Insect Bites

NOTES
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If the chew mark is angular it means an animal with incisors, (rodents) made
them. If the chew mark is squarish and frayed it is from a member of the
deer family.

e Rubs can be found where animals have used a scratching post
either to remove unwanted hair or fur or where they
intentionally leave a marker to signal other animals. Bears have
trees that they claw from time to time marking their territory.
Deer rub bushes and small trees to remove velvet from their
antlers and to mark their travel ways.

e Srapes and Wallows are circular areas where animals remove 4 Y
vegetation from the ground by pawing or using their antlers. Deer Rub
These areas are scent marked indicating their
presence and their willingness to mate or breed.

e Hair and feathers are commonly deposited by
animals as they move under obstructions or cross
barbed wire fences.

e Scat or animal droppings can tell how recently animals have \
been using an area. The size and quantity often helps
determine the sex of animal as well as what the animal has i e
been eating. Parasites are often found in scat and as a safety . .é
precaution scat shouldn't be dissected.

Rabbit Scat
ACTIVITY
Scavenger Hunt:
Have the par‘ﬂcupan‘rs share a bag or small backpack to temporarily carry samples
' : of the animal signs they may find. Create a checklist of possible
signs to take on the hunt. Travel to a nearby forest or field to
| see how many different signs they can find. A notebook can be
used to sketch or to secure items found with scotch tape.
"} Small baggies and rubber gloves can be used to collect samples.
"§| After identifying the samples, encourage the group to return
the items they find, as many animals
require them for food or creating shelter etc. Review with the | -
group all of the various animal signs found on the scavenger
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Snow print of a Raven
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